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REGULAR MEETING
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, April 23, 2015
6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy 
In Attendance:

Board Members Present: Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Randy L. Moore, Lisa D. Sharp
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Robinson
Others present:  Robert Wing, Meroa Benjamin, Claude Ciurleo, Michael Aldrich, Charles Barrett, Martina Stever, Bonna Wieler, Janice Larabee, Alex Nuti-de Biasi, Barbara Kulzyck

Ted Unkles called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Public Comment:
Skip Barrett presented the Selectboard with a proposal for a Town summer camp in 2015.  Skip made the board aware that the entire program would be self-supporting and be opened to Bradford students first and then open to residents of other Towns.  The maximum number of campers would be 40 students.  The elementary school would be housing the camp and all of the activities would be held there.  If funds were remaining at the end of the summer the parks and recreation committee would like to use the money to establish a scholarship fund.  Skip is looking for board approval to move forward with the Town managed summer camp.  
The Selectboard stated that because this was not a warned agenda item cannot act upon the proposal.  It will be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  The Selectboard also wants assurances that the summer camp will not become a burden for Town employees.  

Barb Kulzyck made the Selectboard aware that the tire program is in place for this Saturday.  The first four (4) tires are free and after that tires are $2.00 apiece.  The tire program is open from 8a.m.-12p.m. For Green-Up Day Earth Waste will be setting up a large dumpster next to the church as they have done in previous years.  

Meroa Benjamin asked the Selectboard if the trash/recycle center is for Town residents only.  The Selectboard responded that it is not restricted only to Bradford residents, and it does not cost the Town anything.

Bonna Wieler, the recreation director, passed out a list of the work she has been doing.

Strawberry Festival- 250th Celebration:
Martina Stever passed out a schedule of events from the 250th committee.  Events will take place June 24, 2015, June 26, 2015 through June 28, 2015.  Martina requested permission from the Selectboard to put a temporary sign on the front lawn of the Bradford Academy that reads “Strawberry Festival”.  
The board had no issue with the temporary sign being placed on the lawn of the BA.

Meroa “Peep” Benjamin informed the board that Sherry Brown resigned from 250th group and told the group that more of the brochures with the schedule of events are being printed.  

Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the public safety permit for the Strawberry Festival, part of Bradford’s 250th celebrations.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

PACE Program- Property Certification Form:
The Bradford Selectboard adopted the PACE program several years ago, and since then an issue has come up: in order to be approved for PACE financing, the property owner needs certification that there is a clear title of the property.  The Town Clerk cannot make that assurance without doing a complete title search, and taking on possible liability if the title search misses some encumbrance on the property. The Town of Westford, Vermont adopted a policy requiring that a property title search be required at the expense of the property owner. 

Randy Moore made a motion to adopt a Property Title Search Requirement that states “Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) applicants residing in the Town of Bradford, Vermont are required to obtain a Property Title Search at their own expense.  This is to satisfy the property certification requirements as indicated on the PACE Property Certification Form.  The applicant is responsible for arranging for the Title Search with a licensed professional such as a Paralegal or Attorney, who is qualified to conduct title searches in the State of Vermont.”
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Liquor Licenses:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the Dusty Bottle’s liquor license and adjust the serving time to 12:30 a.m.
There was discussion on the motion and Carole Taylor amended her motion to say that the serving time must end by 1:00 a.m.  The amended motion approves the Dusty Bottle’s liquor license renewal, with the conditions that serving of alcoholic beverages shall cease at 1:00 a.m. and all employees must receive training required by the Vermont Liquor Control Board no later than June 1, 2015.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the Sunny Oasis indoor liquor license application.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Library Loan Paperwork:
Dan Perry made a motion that the Town borrow $170,241 from Merchants Bank for repairs to the Library roof, at a rate of 1.85 percent for five (5) years.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Library- Vermont Arts Council Cultural Facilities Grant:
Lisa Sharp made a motion to endorse the Library’s application for the Vermont Arts Council Facilities Grant and authorized Ted Unkles to sign the letter of endorsement.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Painting exterior trim on the BA building:
The Selectboard was presented with a quote to for painting exterior trim on the Bradford Academy building in the amount of $9,210.  
The Selectboard would like to put in next year’s budget.

WRSB & Bradford Veneer Loan Paperwork:
Several creditors have worked with the Bradford Veneer & Panel Company to restructure their loan repayment schedule, but as yet the Town’s loan from the revolving loan fund has not been restructured.  Randy Moore made a motion to agree to the amended schedule and authorizing Ted Unkles to sign the amendment on behalf of the Town.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Memorial Field:
The Elementary School is interested in having the Town take over the memorial field.  The Selectboard discussed if this should be a decision made by the voters at Town Meeting Day.  The question also arose that according to the deed the school board may have to maintain ownership of the field and could possibly only lease the property, as they do with the Bradford Academy building.   No action was taken, but the Selectboard will continue exploring this idea.

Annual Financial Plan- Highway:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve the highway annual financial plan.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Road Complaint:
The Selectboard received a complaint that Kidder Road was muddier than usual this year.  The Selectboard is not sure what more the highway crew could have done – it was just a very muddy year.  The highway department does not have an unlimited budget and the crew doing their best with all of the roads.  

Fireworks Permit:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve Bear Ridge Speedways fireworks display restricted to three (3) nights in the summer with coverage from the Bradford fire department. 
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

BA Use Forms:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve Green Up Day to set up a table in the front foyer of the BA April 20th – May 2nd and approved the Bradford 250th to hold the monument dedication in the auditorium on May 25, 2015.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Minutes:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve the minutes of April 9, 2015 with the grammatical changes.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve the orders dated April 24, 2015.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Other Business: 
The Selectboard gave permission for two members of the Selectboard to give a conditional employment offer to the parks and recreation employee maintenance person; a background check will also be required.

The Selectboard gave permission for the Police Department to attend and updated training on use of force.  The training is on September 14th and 15th at the Hartford Police Department, the cost of the training is $250.  

Lisa Sharp made a motion authorizing Ted to sign off on the Bond Bank RF085.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

The Selectboard made the decision to continue to use Charlie Merriman for addressing Mr. Hart’s complaints instead of using an attorney assigned by PACIF, the insurance carrier provided through the Vermont League of Cities and Towns.

Adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

___________________________________	Thomas E. Unkles, Chair


_____________________________________     Randy L Moore, Vice Chair
	

_____________________________________	Daniel A. Perry III


_____________________________________	 Carole P. Taylor


____________________________________	Lisa D. Sharp
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