SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
REGULAR MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, July 9, 2015
6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy 
In Attendance:

Board Members Present: Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Randy L. Moore, Lisa D. Sharp
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Robinson
Others present:  James Barton, Gabby Willits, Robert Wing, Nancy Jones, Nila Newstrom-Anaya, Ed Ballam, Bonna Wieler 

Ted Unkles called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Public Comment:
Nancy Jones made the Selectboard aware that she attended the Transportation Advisory Committee meeting and she learned that VTrans requires that the Town of Bradford have a traffic study done before any radar speed monitoring signs are installed on State highways.  

Nancy Jones inquired about the tax sale that is coming up on July 25, 2015 and asked if the Selectboard has decided if they will be bidding on any of the properties that don’t get bid on by the general public.  She made the Selectboard aware that two of the parcels up for tax sale are proprieties that the owners wanted to give the land to the Town, but are not willing to pay their back taxes.  
The Selectboard has not yet made a decision if they will bid on parcels that aren’t bid on.  

Vinney Wendell asked Nancy Jones to bring up on his behalf that Vinney bought a piece of property at the 2010 tax sale and he never received a deed or a tax bill.
The Selectboard stated that this is a conversation that Vinney Wendell will need to have with Town’s tax collector, Jennifer Rivers.  

Nila Newstrom-Anaya made the Selectboard aware that Bradford Parks and Recreation has wooden trash can frames from Elizabeth’s Park that are available that can be fixed up and reused.  

Traffic Ordinance Adoption:
Carole Taylor made a motion to adopt the revised traffic ordinance.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOULSY.  

After the motion had passed, James Barton expressed his concern of his tenants’ vehicles being towed during winter parking ban hours in the parking lot behind Merchants Bank.  Dr. Barton stated that his tenants park in the parking area facing the Bradford golf course and about two years ago two tenants got towed and Jim paid the towing bill himself.  Dr. Barton stated that if any of his tenants’ vehicles get towed again he would sue the Town.   
The Selectboard made James Barton aware that they did not change anything in the ordinance regarding that parking area, but the newly revised ordinance gives everyone an extra hour to have their vehicles moved.  That parking area has been subject to the winter parking ban for many years.  The Selectboard also informed James that before adopting the ordinance, they held two public hearings and accepted written comments for a month, and this issue was not brought up. 

Highway Permit- Washington Electric:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve Washington Electrics pole placement permit.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Conservation Commission Membership Application:
Lisa Sharp made a motion to appoint Emily Marsh to the Conservation Commssion.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Parade Permit:
The Bradford parade is sponsored by the Bradford Merchants and will be starting at Depot Street going down Main Street and up to South Pleasant where it will end.   
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the parade permit.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Nancy Jones asked if the Merchants Association could borrow the Towns PA system for in front of Perry’s Oil?  
The Selectboard has no issues or concerns about them using the PA system for the day.

Listers- Commercial Appraiser:
Randy Moore made a motion for the Listers to hire a commercial appraiser with a ceiling of $3,200 if necessary.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Bob Wing needs to get advice from Charlie Merriman and would like to know if he can speak to him.  Bob Wing will explain the issue to Ted and Ted can forward the request to Charlie Merriman.

BA Use Applications:
Lisa Sharp made a motion authorizing Ted Unkles to speak with Liam Genereaux regarding a film he would like to shoot at the Bradford Academy Building and get more information.  The motion also authorized Ted Unkles to give  permission to the Catamount Film & Arts (Liam Genereaux) to use the outside of the Bradford Academy Building and auditorium for filming with the condition that the general public always has access to the building and it cannot interfere with day to day operations. 
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Minutes:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the traffic hearing minutes of June 25, 2015 and the regular meeting minutes from June 25, 2015.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders: 
Randy Moore made a motion to approve the orders dated July 10, 2015.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Other Business:
The Selectboard received an email expressing concern that the mileage reimbursement rate has not been updated for several years. The Selectboard discussed the possibility of adopting a policy pegging the rate to the cost of living or the State rate that changes yearly.  
This issue will be brought up at next meeting.  

Paul Thurston requested if Phil Page could smooth a couple places at the Fairground with the Town grader.  
The Selectboard felt that because this is not a Town Road the Fairgrounds would need to hire a private contractor to grade the Fairgrounds.
 
Waits River Housing-  many years ago, the Town got a grant from the State for the Waits River Housing project.  The town then loaned the money to the Waits River Housing Partnership which they used to renovate housing units. The terms of the state grant require that  in 2036 the Waits River Partnership repay the Town, and the town must return half the of the money back to the State and keep the other half for the Town Revolving Loan Fund.  Waits River Housing did have a high vacancy rate last year but have been working to resolve the issue.  The Selectboard does not believe there is any reason to believe that in 2036 Waits River Housing will not be able to repay the loan.  

Central Vermont Community Land Trust (now called Downstreet Housing & Community Development) has purchased Colonial Village and would like to pursue a CDBG grant but they need to get started with an environmental assessment.  

Lisa Sharp made a motion to go into executive session as allowed by 1 V.S.A section 313 (a)(1) to discuss a personnel issue regarding the performance of an employee because of the premature general public knowledge would place the Town at substantial disadvantage.  The motion also included Danielle Robinson to attend the session.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

The Selectboard came out of executive session 7:35 p.m. and adjourned. 
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