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REGULAR MEETING

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, February 22, 2018

6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy

In Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Lisa D. Sharp Grady
Board Members Absent:  Randy L. Moore
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury
Others present: Bob Wing, Jeffrey Stiegler, Mollie Hatch, Ryan Terrill

Ted Unkles Chair, called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Additions & Changes to the Agenda: 
No changes to the agenda.

Public Comment:
Jeffrey Stiegler thanked Chief Herbert for helping with a series of bad checks that were written at a local business.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Set Special Meeting:
Carole Taylor made a motion to set a special meeting for Town Meeting Day on March 6, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 10A of the Bradford Academy.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Parks & Recreation- Summer Camp & Recreation Update:
Mollie Hatch made the Selectboard aware that the summer camp licensing is almost complete and presented a copy of the 2018 summer camp handbook.  

The Selectboard recommended that Mollie add a section in the handbook regarding a procedure for termination from summer camp.  

Mollie made the Selectboard aware that the two events left for winter are the moonlit snowshoe and winter carnival box race.  These events may be canceled or postponed due to weather.
Committee Membership Application:
Carole Taylor made a motion to appoint Monique Priestly and Ryan Chase to the Public Safety Commission.

MOITON PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Dan Perry made a motion to appoint Anna Slack as a Town Trustee to the Library.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Purchase Orders:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to approve the following purchase orders as a slate:

●
Bradford Teen Association to purchase items for the Easter Extravaganza not to exceed $540.00.

●
Bradford Fire Department to purchase 5 helmets with face shield $1,320 and get Charter/Spectrum internet $64.98 a month (including Wi-Fi and modem) and increasing by $20.00 per month after first year.

●
Bradford Fire Department to purchase 6 rechargeable batteries for the air packs and 1 battery charging station in the amount of $2,325.30 which will be paid from the 2016 assistance to firefighters grant.

●
Police Department to get the front brake pads & rotors done on the cruiser, the cost not to exceed $450.00.

●
Claude Ciurleo to purchase toilet paper, paper towels, and floor wax for the Bradford Academy not to exceed $550.00.

●
Licensing for summer camp in the amount of $50.00.

●
A portable restrooms for Elizabeth’s Park in the amount of $143.03.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Carole Taylor made a motion authorizing Lisa Sharp Grady to sign off on all Parks and Recreation Commission expenses until the commission is functioning again.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Lavelle Estate Documents:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion authorizing Jeffrey Stiegler and Ted Unkles to sign the consent for the $10,000 bequeathed to Bradford Police Department and $10,000 to the Town of Bradford by Phyllis Lavelle.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Modifications to Fair & Impartial Policing Policy:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve the revised fair and impartial policing policy.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Zoning Administrator Job Posting:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion authorizing the Administrative Assistant to post the job opening ad for the Zoning Administrator position as presented.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Highway Road Postings:
Dan Perry made a motion to post the roads, from February 22, 2018 through May 1, 2018, or an earlier ending date to be determined by the town highway foreman, as allowed under state statue:

State: 

Two axle trucks 20,000lbs 



Three axle trucks 30,000lbs



Tractor Trailer Units 40,000lbs

Town: 

Two axle trucks
15,000lbs



Three axle trucks
18,000lbs



Tractor Trailer Units
20,000lbs

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Highway Department- Bill:
Dan Perry made a motion to send Jason and Kellee Johns a bill in the amount of $435.00 for the work that was performed on their culvert on Rowell Brook Road.  The Town will not be charging for their labor and equipment but only for the contractors.  The culvert plugged and needed to be cleaned out as it was causing large amounts of water to flow across of the road.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

State Damage Inspection Report for Chelsea Road:
The July 1st storm caused damages to Chelsea Road, and the bridge abutment over the South Branch of the Waits River.  Because the bridge is federally funded these repairs are not eligible for FEMA funding.  But the State has federal funds which can be used to repair the damages incurred.  

Dan Perry made a motion authorizing Ted Unkles to sign the inspection report and send it to the State in order to receive $27,120.35 in funds for repairs to the bridge and Chelsea Road.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Training Request:
Dan Perry made a motion authorizing Bradford Officials to attend the Town Officers Education Conference on April 3rd at Lake Morey Resort, cost is $65.00 per person.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Carole Taylor made a motion to approve Jeffrey Stiegler to attend the FTO Updates & Recertification in Pittsford, VT on March 1st, 2018.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Minutes:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of February 8, 2018.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the orders dated February 23, 2018 in the amount of $84,135.59.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Other Business:
The moderator has concerns about the wording of one of our articles (Article 8) that states the following:

“TO THE BOARD OF SELECTPERSON OF BRADFORD, VERMONT We, the undersigned registered voters of the town of Bradford, Vermont herby request that the Orange East Senior Center of Bradford, Vermont, be included on the Warning for Bradford’s Annual Town Meeting an amount of $8,500.”

This article was submitted by petition from Orange East Senior Center.  The Bradford Selectboard has a policy in place stating that any organization asking the Town to appropriate more than $1,500 needs to submit a petition, which will then be included on the warning.  Several years ago at Town Meeting the residents asked that the Selectboard put an example of the correct wording for appropriation requests on the website and this organization did not use the correct wording.  The moderator is concerned from the way the article is written that the voters will be unable to act on this article.  The Selectboard asked to get clarification from VLCT on whether this wording is sufficient to allow the voters to appropriate $8,500.  Can there be a motion from the floor to amend the wording?  

Sarah Jarvis from VLCT responded that the Moderator can decide whether to allow a motion to amend the article.  Any decision of a moderator may be overturned by the voters.  After Town Meeting it is up to the Selectboard to decide how to deal with the result of the vote. 

Phil Page was contacted by HP Cummings regarding the start of the ELI project.  HP Cummings wants to start construction soon which might involve running heavy trucks up roads that have been posted with weight limits.  There are several other concerning factors that the Town has regarding the walkway up Plateau Acres and Town permits not being filled out.  The Town would like to hold a meeting with HP Cummings, Phil Page, and one or two Selectboard member before any work starts on this project. 

Mary Wendell has resigned as a Lister.

Ratify 2018 Budget Amounts:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to approve the 2018 budget amounts as follows:

General Fund Expense:                                           $1,268,667

General Amount to be Raised in Taxes:                 $1,093,524

Total Highway Expense:                                          $1,003,904

Highway Amount to be Raised in Taxes:                $893,004

Total Town & Highway                                           $2,272,571

Total Town & Highway to be Raised in Taxes:      $1,886,528

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Personnel- Executive Session:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion that the Selectboard has determined that a personnel issue needs be discussed in executive session because the premature general public knowledge would place both the Town and the employee at substantial disadvantage.  

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to go into executive session at 7:36 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue regarding the appointment of fire fighters and employee investigation as allowed by 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(1).  The motion included Danielle Kingsbury, Ryan Terrill, Gary Moore, and Jeffrey Stiegler to attend the session.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

The Selectboard came out of executive session at 8:31 p.m.

Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to approve the appointment of Nicholas Balch and Zachary Peebles to the Bradford Fire Department pending background checks.

MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

The Selectboard adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

____________________________________
Thomas E. Unkles, Chair

___________________________________  
Lisa D. Sharp Grady, Vice Chair

_____________________________________
 Daniel A. Perry III

_____________________________________
  Carole P. Taylor

____________________________________
  Randy L. Moore
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