SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
PUBLIC HEARING
Meeting Minutes
Thursday April 11, 2018
7:00 p.m. at the Bradford Academy Room 10A
In Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Randy L. Moore
Board Members Absent:  Lisa D. Sharp Grady
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury
Others present: Bob Wing, Donna Wing, Bob Nordham, Larry Coffin, Carolyn Coffin, John Hersh, Martina Stever, Jeff Stiegler, Alex Nuti-de Biasi

Ted Unkles Chair, called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.

Public Hearing- Police Department Body Cameras:
The Bradford Selectboard is considering making changes to the Bradford Police Departments camera system to include body cameras. The Selectboard is seeking input and comments from interested citizens at this public hearing. 

Chief Stiegler gave an explanation of the body cameras and how they are used.  Chief Stiegler believes that the body cameras will be a benefit to the Town from a liability stand point.

Larry Coffin questioned how the body cameras would be funded.
Chief Stiegler stated that the Police Department received a donation from the Byrne Foundation, a bequest left to the department from Phyllis Lavelle, and the department also has a reserve fund from organization using the police department’s services.  The Town would use these funds in order to pay for the body cameras as well as the in car cameras.  The total for the cameras is $18,700. 00.

Randy Moore questioned the use of the cameras in private homes vs. public use.
Chief Stiegler explained that the body cameras are only used during interventions or incidents, they are not for casual conversations.  

Larry and Carolyn Coffin support the proposal for the body cameras.

Martina Stever also supports the body cameras and believes they might save the Town money in lawsuits.  

Bob Wing believes that as long as the privacy issues are addressed the body cameras are a good idea.  

Chief Stiegler stated the Police Department would be complying with all the evidence laws.  

Bob Nordham stated that he could not think of any reason not to implement the body cameras.

Chief Stiegler made the Selectboard aware that the body cameras could always turn on and the audio can reach about 2,000 feet.  The life expectancy of the camera is 5-6 years.  

Steve Johnson wrote an email to the Selectboard that he is in favor of the body cameras and it has been proven how valuable they are, population and size do not seem to matter.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Selectboard adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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