SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
PUBLIC HEARING
Meeting Minutes
Thursday April 12, 2018
6:15 p.m. at the Bradford Academy Room 10A
In Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Lisa D. Sharp Grady
Board Members Absent:  Randy L. Moore
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury
Others present: Robert Wing, Donna K. Wing, Henry Ilsley, Pat Dwyer, Martina Stever, William White, Jackson Schramm, Stephen Schramm, Jeff Stiegler, Rebecca Shramm, Robert St. Pierre, Sonya Grant, Jeremy Grant, Alex Nuti-de Biasi, Mary Ames, Adam Lornitzo, Marianne O’Malley, Bruce Osgood, Harvey Dorr, Ryan Terrill

Ted Unkles Chair, called the public hearing to order at 6:15p.m.

Public Hearing- Sign at Oxbow/River Bend:
The Bradford Selectboard is considering making an exception to the Bradford Sign Ordinance to allow Oxbow High School & River Bend Career & Technical Center to have an illuminated sign on their property. The Selectboard is seeking comments from interested citizens at this public hearing. 

Henry and Alaina Ilsley do not support the illuminated Oxbow sign because they feel the light will be a disturbance, it will devalue their property (which it would sit directly across from), it will increase the amount of accidents and set a precedent in Town.

Martina Stever supports the illuminated sign because she feels that the entrance to Oxbow is currently hidden and the illuminated sign will allow better visibility and decrease the amount of accidents.

Donna Wing does not support the sign, she feels the Selectboard and others worked hard on the sign ordinance and the Selectboard needs to stick to the ordinance.  If the Selectboard allows the sign they will be setting a precedent in Town for everyone.  

Mary Ames supported Donna Wings statement and stated she feels like lighted signs will turn Bradford into a city feel.

The President of the PTO at Oxbow feels that Oxbow is hard for out of town people to find.  She looks at the sign as a community sign, to let people in town know what is happening at the school, and/or putting community announcements on the sign.   Currently they have to change the sign by hand and priority normally goes to basketball games, but there is a lot of other items that could be posted on the sign such as public safety notices, community events, weather alerts, school cancellations, school events, lock down, etc.  

There was a question as to whether the sign was dual sided or one sided.  It was answered that the sign would be dual sided so you can see it coming from both sides of the road. 

Adam Lornitzo feels that Oxbow is part of the community and the school would like to portray information and not attract people to a business. He feels the Selectboard should look at changing the sign ordinance to allow for non-profits. 

Bob St. Pierre from River Bend asked permission to speak as he is not a resident of Bradford and permission was granted.
Bob St. Pierre stated that the school is very sensitive to the fact that this is a residential area and they would like to be able to have the sign announce community events as well as school events.  He asked the Selectboard to tell the school what the restrictions of the sign need to be.

Bob Wing stated that he feels that if a variance is granted for the school, the Selectboard would be bound to grant the same for all businesses and organizations.
Ted Unkles disagrees with that statement and feels that if the organization is a for profit business it would not be the same, as for example: granting permission to the elementary school.   
Donna Wing stated that she feels the school is for profit because they charge for basketball games, etc. 

Henry Ilsley stated that the State Police have expressed to him that Oxbow High School is one of the highest areas for accidents in Bradford.  He feels that the sign is going to be a safety issue and make the intersection even more dangerous by increasing the risk of distracted drivers. 
Martina Stever feels that the sign will do just the opposite, it will help people know where to turn and increase the intersections visibility.  

Oxbow PTO stated that in order to pay for the sign they are not asking it to come from tax payers’ dollars.  The funds will be raised through fundraisers from the PTO and they will finance some of it in order to make the loan payments.   

Adam Lornitzo stated there is a sign at Oxbow’s entrance now that could also distract drivers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bud Haas wrote an email to the Selectboard stating that he urges the Selectboard to say no to the lighted sign and once they said yes to this one, how would they be able to say no to anyone else.

The sign hearing adjourned at 6:38 p.m.
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