


SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
REGULAR MEETING
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 27, 2018
6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy
In Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Lisa D. Sharp Grady, Randy L. Moore
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury
Others present: Jeff Stiegler, Nancy Jones, Camilla Thibodeau, Nila Anaya 

Ted Unkles, Selectboard Chair, called the regular meeting to order at 6:30p.m.
 
Additions & Changes to the Agenda:	
None.

Public Comment:
None.

Health Officer:
Camilla Thibodeau was introduced as the new Town health officer, effective of October 1, 2018.  She has been online and read through the health officer manual.  The Selectboard appreciates her volunteering for the position. 

Conservation Commission Bylaws:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve the change to the Conservation Commission Bylaws.  The new language states “The commission shall consist of a minimum of seven and a maximum of nine members, appointed by the Selectboard. Not more than three members may be non-residents of the Town of Bradford.”
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Dan Perry made a motion to appoint Shiloh Gregory to the Conservation Commission.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Land & Water Conservation Grant:
The Conservation Commission considered applying for a Land and Water Conservation Grant to purchase and develop 0.57 acres of land that abuts a Wrights Mountain Road trail off Route 25.  After further research they concluded that a Recreation Trail Grant would be a better fit.  The grant would require a 20% local match, which can be cash or in-kind.  If any land is to be purchased, the grant also requires that an appraisal be completed.  

Randy Moore made a motion to approve the Conservation Commission’s request to apply for the Recreational Trails Grant for the purchase of land and development of a parking lot, and authorized the Commission to spend up to $700.00 on an appraisal. 
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Randy Moore made a motion authorizing the Conservation Commission to spend up to $1,200.00 to purchase three trail head signs (not more than $400.00 each) to come out of the Conservation Funds.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  



Chase Hollow Trail Bridge:
Randy Moore made a motion approving the Conservation Commission’s request to repair the Chase Hollow Trail Bridge, not to exceed $300.00 to come from the Friends of Wrights Mountains Fund.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Listers Errors & Omissions:
The Listers have discovered several errors with the recent reappraisal.  The Listers have been working with the company that conducted the reappraisal to correct the mistakes.  The errors will result in some property owners receiving higher tax bills.
The Selectboard questioned if property owners have been notified of the changes in their tax bills and the Listers stated that they are following the process set in state statute for notifying owners.  The Selectboard needs to first approve the errors and omissions, then the Treasurer reprints the tax bills and the Listers send out new grievance notices.

Randy Moore made a motion to accept the errors and omissions dated September 27, 2018.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

State Hearing:
The Cloughs have filed an appeal of their property assessment with the State of Vermont.  When the Cloughs appealed to the Board of Civil Authority, the Board concluded that the assessment set by the Listers was accurate.  The Cloughs disagree and have appealed the BCA’s ruling to the State. The property is currently listed at $157,000 and the new assessed value is at $105,000 but the owners still feel it is too high.

State Law allows Towns to object to this type of appeal only if deadlines were not met, or another part of the appeal process was done improperly.  Because the appeal was filed correctly and in a timely manner, the appeal must be heard.  The Listers have recommended that the Town have one of the assessors from NEMRC represent the Town and explain to the state hearing officer how they determined the property’s value.  

Carole Taylor made a motion to hire NEMRC at $75.00 an hour to represent the Town in the Clough hearing.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

BCN Long Distance Phone Contract:
Randy Moore made a motion to sign the BCN Long Distance contract for 24 months and authorized Ted Unkles to sign the contract.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Adopt Changes to Traffic Ordinance:
Carole Taylor made a motion to adopt the amended traffic ordinance.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

911 Coordinator- Road Names:
The State of Vermont advised the Town’s 911 Coordinators that every road in Town that has three or more houses must have its own issued street address.  The Town 911 Coordinators have been reviewing Bradford maps and have found three roads that need new names.

Dan Perry made a motion to adopt the following road names:
Terrill Drive: off Underwood Road (current lots 123, 124, 125)
Upland Drive: off Kenyon Road (current lots 11, 15, 21)
Hatch Lane: off Wrights Mountain Road (current lots 419, 421, 423)
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

BA Use:
None.
Training Requests:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve Steve Sampson to attend Impaired in Plain Site training on October 12, 2018 in Montpelier, VT, the cost is $100.00.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Randy Moore made a motion to approve Marcey Carver to attend the fall Planning and Zoning workshop in October, the cost is $60.00.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Purchase Orders:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve Jason Fornwalt’s quote in the amount of $33,500 to make repairs to the Plateau Acres Road.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Carole Taylor made a motion to pay for the new shades in Room 10A ($3,207.54) from the money Phyllis Lavelle bequeathed the town.  That would leave a balance of $5,008.46 in the bequest.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Minutes:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to approve the minutes of September 13, 2018.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the orders of September 28, 2018 in the amount of $31,897.55.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Other Business:
Lisa Sharp Grady made a motion to approve the Planning Commission to apply for a $4,000.00 Municipal Planning Grant to develop subdivision bylaws.  A grant in this modest amount does not require a match from the Town.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Ted Unkles mentioned that the state received a large federal grant to update the Stagecoach transportation center in Bradford.  There wasn’t much communication about this project with the Town of Bradford, and few municipal officials were aware of these plans.

The Selectboard adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
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