


[bookmark: _Hlk8202080]SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
REGULAR MEETING
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, July 25, 2019
6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy
In Attendance:

Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles, Carole P. Taylor, Daniel A. Perry III, Randy L. Moore, Ryan Lockwood
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury
Others Present:  Jennifer Rivers, Phil Page, Sonya McLam, David McLam, Allan Stein/J.O., Cody Plante

Ted Unkles, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Additions & Changes to the Agenda:
None.

Public Comment:
Phil Page commented on the Bradford Business Association not filing the parade permit with the State of Vermont in a timely manner and it is falling back on the Town of Bradford.  
The BBA needs to do a better job at filing the permit next year.  

Set Tax Rate:
Randy Moore made a motion to approve the tax rates as a slate:
Town general fund 0.4730
Sewer Bond fund 0.0225
Local Agreement (contracts) 0.0065
Highway 0.4173
Street Bond 0.0136
Total Tax Rate Town 0.9193
Total Tax Rate non-resident 0.9329
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

School taxes not set by the Town of Bradford:
School Total resident 1.5756
School Total non-resident 1.5905

VCDP Planning Grant Change Request:
Randy Moore made a motion to request to amend and expand the current draft a letter to request for change of scope and budget for the VCDP Planning Grant- 07110-PG 2018 Bradford04 from $34,000 to $60,000 for renovations of the Old Church Theater.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.   

Sign Request from Resident:
The Selectboard received a request from a resident to put up a handicap sign near their driveway.
The Town of Bradford does not purchase or put up handicap signs for residents; if a resident would like to purchase and put up a sign themselves according to State sign standards, they may do so.  
Carole Taylor made a motion to deny the request for a handicap sign and if the resident would like to put up a sign themselves it will need to meet state/town standards.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Mutual Aid Agreement- Newbury:
Dan Perry made a motion to approve the mutual aid agreement with Newbury, VT.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

Sidewalks:
The Selectboard discussed with the Highway Foreman (Phil Page) about moving forward with making repairs to the sidewalks with the $25,000 that was added to the budget at Town Meeting Day.   
Phil recommended that the Town start making repairs starting at the Congregational Church and head south towards Wells River Savings bank as far as $25,000 will allow.  He also recommended making some repairs on South Main Street just past Cobblestone Alley as that sidewalk is broken up.  
The Selectboard authorized Phil Page to move forwarded with the sidewalk repairs.

The Selectboard and Highway Foreman also discussed winter maintenance and that the Town is hiring a contractor that uses a homeowner tractor snowblower and not a commercial grade tractor snowblower.  The City of Burlington is purchasing 5 commercial grade snowblowers this year and the Town could save $15,000 if we bought one now.  To lease this type of machine the Town would be looking at around $20,000 for 7 years.  

The Selectboard would like to put an article on next years Town Meeting warning asking the voters if the Town should lease or buy a commercial grade snowblower for around $160,000.  

 Phil Page made the Selectboard aware that the transmission came off the tractor the Town rents the and the cost to repair will be at least $9,500 just for the parts.   The Town is responsible to fix the equipment because the transmission failed as a direct result of the remote mowing attachment the town uses, and the Town of Bradford is the only entity that rents that particular tractor.    
Phil currently is looking for another option for roadside mowing for this year. 

Minutes:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the minutes of July 11, 2019.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the orders dated July 26, 2019 in the amount of $33,06.49.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 

[bookmark: _Hlk533415051]Other Business:
Ryan Lockwood made a motion to authorize Ted Unkles to sign the E911 disclaimer explaining that if a remote phone linked to the Town phone system at 172 North Main Street, Bradford, Vermont is where personnel will be directed and not necessarily the actual location of the phone at the time of the call.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY. 
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___________________________________	  	Randy L. Moore, Vice Chair


___________________________________  	 Ryan Lockwood

	
_____________________________________	 Daniel A. Perry III


_____________________________________	 Carole P. Taylor
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