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Annual Town Meeting

Including Annual Water & Sewer District Meeting

Tuesday March 5, 2019
Peter Mallary called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the Bradford Academy Building.  Boy Scout Troup 778 Scout Master Daniel A. Perry IIII, Shane and Hunter led the flag salute.  Peter asked for a moment of silence to honor long time Water & Sewer Commissioner Larry Drew as well as other Town residents who have passed.
Article 1:  To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year.

Thomas Unkles, Chair of the Selectboard, heard nominations for moderator.  Peter Mallary was nominated.  There were no further nominations.  It was moved to close nominations and for the Clerk to cast one ballot for Peter Mallary.  It was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Peter Mallary was elected Moderator for the term of one year.  Article 1 closed.
Article 2:  To hear and act upon the reports of the town officers for the past year.  Peter went page by page in the Town Report.
Larry Coffin raised a question to the selectboard about sidewalk repair. Ted replied with the pages in the budget describing sidewalk repair. Ted explained that there is a reserve fund.
Donna Wing expressed interest in having a 5-year Highway plan implemented as we have done in the past.
Byron Kidder asked about the money in the reserve fund for sidewalk repair to N. Pleasant and Ted explained the bulk of that money will need to be used for the sidewalks in front of Aubuchon Hardware. Byron also asked about the Street bond which took place when the town and village merged. The residents of the former village are still paying on that bond and will be until 2026. 
Byron Kidder voiced his opinion about the Planning Commission implementing subdivision regulations. Byron believes that State has regulations in place so that subdivision regulation is not needed.

 Donna Wing commented on visibility needed for advertising Parks and Recreation events. Currently events can be found via WYKR, Valley News, Journal Opinion and Facebook.  
Leanne Hatch raised the question of why no town report was received from Upper Valley Ambulance. Ted explained that no report was received, and John Thurston stated that the report was mailed directly to Ted. 

Kathy Davidow – Announced that they will again be doing the Home Town poetry event in April. Kathy is happy to answer any question or poems may be dropped off at the Library. 
Ben Rubenfeld – wanted to give an update as the town tree warden. They will be doing an Ash Tree inventory for emerald ash bore. They have received a grant to help with conducting the survey and would love volunteers. He also said to please reach out if you have questions.
Article 2 closed.

Article 3:  To elect all town officers as required by law and fill all vacancies that may occur at or prior to said meeting.

The Article was moved and seconded.
Selectboard member for a three-year term (currently held by Thomas E. Unkles).  Gary Moore nominated Thomas E.Unkles. Bud Haas moved that nominations cease, and the Clerk cast one ballot for Thomas E. Unkles.
 Thomas E. Unkles was elected Selectboard member for a three-year term.
Selectboard member for a two-year term (currently held by Carole P.Taylor).  Martina Stever nominated Carole P. Taylor.  Larry Coffin moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Carole P. Taylor.

Carole P. Taylor was elected Selectboard member for a two-year term.
Selectboard member for the remained of the three-year term (currently held by Lisa Sharp-Grady).  Nancy Jones nominated Ryan Lockwood.  Bud Haas moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Ryan Lockwood. 
Ryan Lockwood was elected Selectboard member for the remainder of the three-year term expiring in 2020. 
        Lister for a three-year term (currently held by Vincent Pacillo).  Bob Wing nominated Aaron Johnson

Gary Moore Nominated Vincent Pacillo. Both candidates were given the opportunity to speak before ballots were cast.

Aaron Johnson Stated that he is looking for something to do and would like to contribute to the town.

Vince said he would like to continue serving as a lister for the town of Bradford. He stated that he had been a lister in his previous town for 6 years, years ago and he has enjoyed the work and would like to continue. 

The ballot box was closed at 9:42am. 82 votes were cast.

Vincent Pacillio – 51

Aaron Johnson   - 30
Spoiled               -   1

Vincent Pacillo was elected Lister for a three-year term. 
While counting of the ballots took place State Representative Sarah Copeland Hanzas took the opportunity to speak about where things stand in Montpelier. Sarah mentioned that she has been appointed Chair of the Governments operations committee. Which includes many different tasks such as how the state interactions with municipalities, Election law and oversite public safety. 

Bud Haas expressed his concern about act 46 and the elimination of the school boards for both Bradford Elementary and Newbury Elementary. Newbury joined a suite that act 46 is considered unconstitutional ruling yesterday that didn’t provide an injunction. Bud wanted to urge Sarah to support a 1yr moratorium on completion of act 46 while lawsuit is being played out. Sarah stated that was an amendment that came on an education bill that included a proposal that included a 1yr blanket delay which Sarah didn’t support. She did support a more customized adaptability of the law brought forth by the education committee. She also said that’s it’s her understanding that the Senate is not going to entertain a likelihood of passing the delay for act 46.

Jeff Gardner mentioned that Sarah was the Vice Chair of the joint legislative climate solutions caucus and asked Sarah to say a few words about the caucus. Sarah said that according to media reports stating we have 10-12 years to change amount of fossil fuels we are burning to slow or halt the progression of climate change, she is working on climate solutions that will save Vermonters money one of which is weatherizing homes and working towards electrification of our transportation systems.

Gloria Randall raised the question of the abortion law act 57. Which Sarah stated that she supported the bill that puts into law the bill that has been legal in Vermont since 1972. 

Auditor for a three-year term (currently held by Peter Terry).  Peter Terry nominated Monique Priestly.  Peter Terry moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Monique Priestly.  It was seconded and unanimously approved. Erin Odell was elected Auditor for a three-year term.
        Collector of Current Taxes for a one-year term (currently held by Jennifer Rivers).  Monique Priestly nominated Jennifer Rivers.  Peter Terry moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Jennifer Rivers.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Jennifer Rivers was elected Collector of Current Taxes for a one-year term.

        Collector of Delinquent Taxes for a one-year term (currently held by Jennifer Rivers).  Peter Terry nominated Jennifer Rivers. Peter Terry moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Jennifer Rivers.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Jennifer Rivers was elected Collector of Delinquent Taxes for a one-year term.  
        Town Grand Juror for a one-year term (currently held by Gary Moore).  Monique Priestley nominated Gary Moore.  Robert Wing moved nominations cease and Clerk cast one ballot for Gary Moore.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Gary Moore was elected Town Grand Juror for a one-year term.
        Town Agent for a one-year term (currently held by Gary Moore).   Monique Priestly nominated Gary Moore.  Shirley Beresford moved that nominations cease, and Clerk cast one ballot for Gary Moore.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Gary Moore was elected Town Agent for a one-year term.
        Trustee of Public Funds for a three-year term (currently held by Martina Stever).  Jennifer River nominated Martina Stever.  Arvid Johnson moved that nominations cease, and Clerk cast one ballot for Martina Stever.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Martina Stever elected Trustee of Public Funds for a three-year term.  
Byron Kidder asked Gary Moore to explain the two posts that he holds.
Town Grand Juror – acts as a prosecutor for the town which now the States attorney handles

Town Agent – Acts as the non-legal/legal authority to the town at the direction of the Selectboard. To handle things such as transfer of land or revolving loan funds.  
Article 4:   To see what sum of money the town will vote for General Fund purposes for the year 2019, and to vote to determine the time and manner of collecting monies for General Fund and Town Highway Purposes.
Ted Unkles moved that the Town be authorized to raise through real property taxes the sum of $1,290,376 together with such additional sums as may be voted later in this meeting or at any subsequent meeting, for general and administrative expenses and community support, and all taxes assessed to raise the sum of $1,290,376 and such additional sums, be due and payable at the Tax Collector’s office not later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 31, 2019, the due date, or mailed to the tax collector’s office with a postmark date not later than the due date, without discount, and that any amount not so paid or mailed shall become delinquent and subject to interest at a rate of  1/2 of one percent per month or fraction thereof for the first three months, and thereafter at a rate of 1percent per month or fraction thereof.  The motion was seconded. 
Greg Garone asked about the money overspent in Fire Dept budget which was due to flooding that occurred in the building over a weekends time. Insurance will cover those damages but are not listed in the report because the town hadn’t received those funds by the time the report was printed.  
Bud Haas pointed out that in Teds motion that he didn’t deduct $100,000 for the “Less Accumulated Surplus” funds. Ted amended his motion to change the total amount for Net Operating Expense to be raised in taxes to $1,027,021.
 Arvid Johnson thanked the board for the reduction of the $100,000 for the accumulated surplus however making a point that once surplus is gone there will be a time when the board will be asking the tax payers to pay for the full amount budgeted. Ted mention that there will be funds kept incase something comes up however he feels its not right to continue holding on to tax payer’s money. 
Greg Garone expressed his thoughts of using the reserve funds to pay off existing loan balance for equipment instead of paying on a loan. Ted explained that the way we have always managed the funds in the past is to put the money in the reserve funds and save for when we are ready to purchase a new piece of equipment. For example, the new loader we are going to be purchasing for highway this year. Because we have had money saved in the reserve fund and based on the trade in value of the loader, we are able to purchase out right. 
Gloria Randall – wondering why no funds listed for Visiting Nurse and Hospice. Ted explained that any non-profit organization requesting $1500.00 or less and has been supported in the past by voters is put into the budget. If it’s a new organization or asking for funds over $1500.00 get voted on by the tax payers.
Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  Ted reread his motion with the amount of $1,027,021 The ayes appear to have it; the ayes do have it.  Article 4 passed by voice vote. Article 4 closed.  

Article 5:  To see what sum of money the town will vote for Town Highway purposes for the year 2019.  
Ted moved that we raise the sum of $941,609 for highway purposes.  
Greg Garone questioned why the increase in salaries for highway dept. Ted explained that one of the highway employees is looking to go to part-time and we would in turn looking to higher another full-time employee. Giving highway three (3) FT employees and one (1) PT employee.

Larry Coffin expressed his concerns about our sidewalks which need repair and not having money budgeted for repairs. Ted replied by letting Larry know that his concerns have been heard.

Heidi Allen raised the question of when and if we could see the Creamery Rd bridge repaired and re-opened?  Ted said that the state has a plan for new decking material and work on bridge should be started in July and hopefully open by late summer. Ted mentioned the only compromise is that a new weight limit will be implemented.

Martina asked about emergency vehicles going over the bridge and Ted said they would not be an exception if over the weight limit.
Peter Terry spoke again on our sidewalks with $214,000 in sidewalk reserve fund thinks town could spend 5k-10k to repair sidewalks, he urged selectboard to use some funds for that purpose.

Jean Carlan- commented on winter maintenance of the sidewalks, she said she spoke to Richard Simmons about the maintenance in which he stated to her that he was at a loss as to what to do. He said to her that the lousy sidewalks add to maintenance of his snowblower and that Phil Page has limited the amount of salt that he can use. She asked if an increase of the budget would help with maintenance. Ted did reply that this winter has been exceptionally bad and letting her know that the price of road salt has skyrocketed this year so Phil is doing the best he can do with his budget.
Bud Haas made a motion to amend the highway budget to include an additional $25,000 and urged the selectboard to use the funds for sidewalk maintenance and repair. The motion was moved and seconded.

Paul Hunt mentioned that he would like to see the snow along the sidewalks removed.

Greg Garone – mentioned using the capital fund instead of raising the highway budget. Ted explained that the purpose of the capital fund is to improve or renovate infostructure we cannot use the capital fund for routine maintenance. We also need to keep general funds separate from highway funds.

 Leanne Hatch asked if the motion was to add 25,000 to the amount already listed in the budget for maintenance and or repair, the motion is to include both. 
Bob Wing – commented that in years past the Selectboard would put in the article not to accede a certain monetary amount. Bob mentioned that in the in all fairness to those who were not able to attend Town Meeting we should include a “not to exceed“ monetary value in all warnings.

It was moved and seconded that the highway fund be increased by 25,000 with the emphases that the funds be used for repair and maintenance to the town sidewalks. Because it was too close to call Peter requested a division and Larry Coffin and Arvid Johnson were the counters. It was voted 69 to 23 to carry the motion.   
Ted read the amended motion to include the additional $25,000 making the total sum of money raised $966,609. 
Peter asked if there were any further question regarding the article.

Leanne Hatch – Inquired about the $13,000 in the budget for pick-up of the downtown trash receptacles. She posed the question of how many times a week and how many receptacles? Ted indicated the number of receptacles and said it’s picked up 3 times a week. Ted also mentioned that when our current contractor retires that amount are going to significantly increase, we will need to decide to either keep the trash receptacles or we will have to remove them and hope that we don’t have issues with litter in downtown area.
Bob Wing brought to the boards attention that twice he has seen people put their personal trash in the trash receptacles and provided photos, yet nothing was done. Julie Bingle mentioned possibly having fines for anyone caught throwing household trash into our receptacles. 

Peter reread the Article and asked for a vote on the amended motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 5 passed by voice vote.  Article 5 closed.
Article 6:  Shall the Town of Bradford change the Collector of Delinquent Taxes and Collector of Current Taxes term from a 1-year term to a 3-year term?
The motion was moved and seconded. The article is now open for discussion.
Robert Wing was wondering when this would take effect. Ted said that because the collector was just elected it would take affect next near. 

Bud Haas would like to make a motion to amend the article to add to take affect this year, it was seconded by Arvid Johnson. Ted is unsure if we can make a change to a term that was already voted on in the article. Ted also mentioned that the treasurers term expires next year and would then be concurrent. 

Peter ruled the amendment as non-admissible.

It was asked what the benefit is for the Tax Collector to have a 3-year term? Ted indicated that it is on warning because it was requested by voters last year. He said he would also assume 
Lucas Barrett commented that having a 3-year term makes for a more professional governance. Having a position with a 3-year term might attract someone who is interested in a more professional role. He states that other towns around the state are taking measures to promote a more professional governance.
Larry called the question and was seconded. To close debate we need 2/3rds. 

 Peter reread the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 6 passed by voice vote.  Article 6 closed.

Article 7:  Shall the Town of Bradford appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 to support Bradford Conservation Fund?  The Article was moved and seconded.  Donna Wing asked why we are giving $5000 every year when they have a significant amount saved. Donna requested a paper ballot. We need 7 people in favor to have a paper ballot there were not enough people. Nancy stated that the funds are collected for the benefit of the town and future generations the fund is similar to the way the capital fund works in helping to preserve our resources. 
Emily Marsh stated that the commission has done many things with the money but especially the works that been done on Wrights Mtn. She is strongly in favor of conserving the environment and believes they should receive the money.

Paul Hunt – asked if the Commission is a town body? Ted said it’s a town fund and the commission makes recommendations to the board on how to appropriate the funds. Nancy mentioned that this is not part of the Commissions budget. 
Peter Hatch- mentioned that we just spend $25,000 on sidewalks which he doesn’t typically walk but does use Wrights Mountain. He also plows the road and sees all the traffic, he is in favor of the $5,000.00
Peter reread the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 7 passed by voice vote.  Article 7 closed.
Article 8:  Shall the Town of Bradford appropriate the sum of $3,000 to support CENTRAL VERMONT ADULT BASIC EDUCATION, INC. (CAVBE)?  
The Article was moved and seconded.  There was no discussion.  Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 8 passed by voice vote.  Article 8 closed.

Article 9:  Shall the Town of Bradford appropriate the sum of $4413.00 for support of the Clara Martin Center?
The Article was moved and seconded.  There was no discussion.  Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 9 passed by voice vote.  Article 9 closed.
Article 10:  Shall the Town of Bradford appropriate the sum of $8,500.00 for the support of Orange East Senior Center? The Article was moved and seconded.  There was no discussion.  Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 10 passed by voice vote.  Article 10 closed.
Article 11:  Shall the Town of Bradford appropriate the sum of $7,000 to support the Stagecoach Transportation Services, a division of Tri-Valley Transit, Inc.? The Article was moved and seconded.  There was no discussion.  Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 11 passed by voice vote.  Article 11 closed.
Article 12:  Shall the Town of Bradford, Vermont appropriate the sum of $12,450 for the support of Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH to provide services to residents of the Town of Bradford?
The Article was moved and seconded.  The question was raised that if they are affiliated with Dartmouth Hitchcock? Bryan Woods the representative for Visiting Nurse and Hospice stated that they are affiliated however do not receive any funds from Dartmouth Hitchcock.  
Peter re-read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 12 passed by voice vote.  Article 12 closed.
Article 13:  Shall the Town of Bradford urge the State of Vermont to halt any new or expanded fossil fuel infrastructure and ensure that the transition to renewable energy be fair and equitable for all residents, with no harm to marginalized groups or rural communities?
The Article was moved and seconded.  Jefferey Gardner wanted to urge everyone as Sarah Copeland Hanzas did earlier, to think seriously about what we can do to help meet this challenge. He indicated that we need to urge the state legislature to take seriously the notion of making a transition to the way we are getting our energy now to using more and more renewable?
Emily Marsh – agreed with everything Jeffery said and adds that we need to do much more, she referred to an article that spoke about scientist and fear. Where scientists went wrong was that they were to cautious where they failed was, they couldn’t put fear into the public enough so that significant changes are being made. She mentioned that scientists are calling this a dyer threat and we have 12 years to make some drastic changes.
Artie – believes fossil fuel workers know what they are doing and there is no need to stop them.

Leonard Dobbins would like to move the question and it was seconded. Need 2/3 majority to call the question and stop debate. 2/3’rds was received.

Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 13 passed by voice vote.  Article 13 closed.
Article 14: To transact any other business that may legally come before Town Meeting.
Ted would like to take a moment to thank all elected officials, volunteers, town employees. He is so appreciative that we all work together so well. He would also like to thank Lisa Sharp Grady for her contributions and welcome Ryan Lockwood.

Bob Wing – 4.5 acres on corner of Tarbox and Goshen owned since 1994 wondering if we are going to sell? Ted remembers this coming up and it had slipped his mind and he believes that this should be put on the market.
Shirley Beresford is dazzled by the work Claude as done with the BA Building and would like to thank Claude for his efforts. 
Nancy info on emerald ash bore available in the entry way.
Bud Haas Zoning Board average age in the high 70’s he would like the town to know that either folks need to be recruited or something else needs to be done.
Bud also mentioned that the he would like to invite folks to a discussion at the library on Wednesday 13th at 6pm regarding act 46. The information is hard to find and there seems to be a lack of it.
Donna wing refers to page 90 that any delinquent tax money that come in be designated to for road construction. Also, the article that stated the date and time of town meeting be changed. Ted said that we had talked about putting question on the ballot and while counting the ballots it was discovered that we forgot. Ben Rubenfeld stated also he would like the selectboard to entertain the change of date and time of meeting.

Martina Stever – asked about funds for Northeast Slopes. Arvid Johnson stated that both last year and this year they were unable to follow through with getting the required petition signed. It was suggested by a straw vote the Selectboard strongly consider giving North East Slopes funds for this year.
Paul Hunt commented about the town’s web page specially the calendar needing improvements.
Lucas Barrett – spoke earlier and would like to mention again a large trend of more professional governance structure with city managers or town managers. Potential solutions of getting more little things done. Would like the board to thing about this for the future?

Elizabeth Towle – encourage the Selectboard to improve web site for the town. 

Peter called for a vote on the article.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 14 passed by voice vote.  Article 14 closed.
Peter called for a quick break before the Water and Sewer Meeting.

Article 15:  To hear and act upon the reports of the water and sewer department for the past year. (Only resident ratepayers of the Bradford Water and Sewer checklist may vote on this article)
The Article was moved and seconded.

Larry Coffin posed the question about standing water South Pleasant. It’s caused by a home owner that is pumping water into the road. Larry mentioned that it’s now causing the road to sink. Larry unsure of who’s responsibility and Jon mentioned that it’s not caused by a leak.

Ted Unkles asked if there was a storm drainage near by and Jon indicated that there isn’t one that he is aware of. 

Martina Stever asked if the fire hydrants get flushed, Jon indicated that they would be this spring and will send notices out to customer a few weeks before.

Budget amounts are not what was voted last year, the amounts were reduced by $10,000 from what was warned. Last year’s number were plugged into this year’s spreadsheet unfortunately forgetting to change the $10,000 amount.

The question came up about cloudy water, Jon mentioned that it could possibly be air in the water. He suggested that letting the water run for a little bit should clear that up. If not, Jon is happy to look to see if something else is going on. 
Peter read the Article and asked for a vote on the motion.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 15 passed by voice vote.  Article 15 closed.

Article 16: To elect all Water and Sewer Commissioners as required by law, and to fill all vacancies that may occur at or prior to this meeting. (Only resident ratepayers of the Bradford Water and Sewer checklist may vote on this article)

Water and Sewer Commissioner for a five-year term (currently held by Lunnie Lang).
Leonard Dobbins nominated Lunnie Lang.  There were no further nominations.  It was moved that nominations cease, and the Clerk cast one ballot for Lunnie Lang.  It was seconded and unanimously approved.  Lunnie Lang was elected Water and Sewer Commissioner for a five-year term.

Article 17: To adopt a budget for the Bradford waste system for the year 2019. (Only resident ratepayers of the Bradford Water and Sewer checklist may vote on this article.)  
A motion to adopt the budget as printed in the report was made and seconded. 
Peter reread the Article to adopt the budget of as printed in the report. The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 17 passed by voice vote.  Article 17 closed.
Article 18: To adopt a budget for the Bradford wastewater system for the year 2019. (Only resident ratepayers of the Bradford Water and Sewer checklist may vote on this article.)  
A motion to adopt the budget as printed in the report was made and seconded. 
Peter reread the Article to adopt the budget of as printed in the report.  The ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 18 passed by voice vote. Article 18 closed.

Article 19: To transact any other business that may legally come before the Water and Sewer meeting. (Only resident ratepayers of the Bradford Water and Sewer checklist may vote on this article.)
The article was moved and seconded.

Paul Rivers asked with all the discussion around the state about sewer plants needing upgrades how is our system? Jon indicated that just last year we received an excellent rating. Within the next five years we will need to have an evaluation.
Ted was wondering since additions on Lower Plain hook up what capacity we are at? Jon said we are well under capacity still.

Peter reread the Article and asked for a vote on the motion the ayes appear to have it, the ayes do have it.  Article 19 passed by voice vote. Article 19 closed.

Article 20:  To adjourn.
A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.  Article 20 closed.
A true record:

Attest: ________________________________________

                            Sonya McLam, Town Clerk  
Attest: _________________________________________

                             Peter Mallary, Moderator                                                                                                                                                           

