SELECTBOARD- TOWN OF BRADFORD
REGULAR MEETING- ZOOM WEB CONFERENCING
Meeting Minutes
May 28, 2020
6:30 p.m. at the Bradford Academy
In Attendance:
Board Members Present:  Thomas E. Unkles (via web), Carole P. Taylor (via web), Ryan Lockwood (via web), Daniel A. Perry III (via web), Randy L. Moore (via web)
Administrative Assistant: Danielle Kingsbury (via web)
Others Present:  Chris Recchia, Jennifer Rivers, Irv, Marcey Carver, Ryan Terrill, Ben Rubinfeld, Nancy Jones, Bob Wing, Monique Priestley, AJ Follensbee
(all via web)

Ted Unkles, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and read the following statement:
As Chair of the Bradford Selectboard, I find that, due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor Scott as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and pursuant to Addendum 6 to Executive Order 01-20 and Act 92, this public body is authorized to meet electronically.
In accordance with Act 92, there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to this meeting. However, in accordance with the temporary amendments to the Open Meeting Law, I confirm that we are:
a)       Providing public access to the meeting by both telephone and video. We are using Zoom for this remote meeting.  All members of the Board have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting through this platform and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if desired, participate in this meeting by web, videoing, or phone.  
b)      Providing public notice of instructions for accessing the meeting. We previously gave notice to the public of the necessary information for accessing this meeting, including how to access the meeting using telephone or video in our posted meeting agenda. 
c)       Providing a mechanism for the public to alert the public body during the meeting if there are problems with access. If anybody has a problem, please email administrator@bradford-vt.us; and
d)      Continuing the meeting if necessary. In the event the public is unable to access this meeting, it will be continued to a time and place certain.
Please note that all votes taken during this meeting that are not unanimous will be done by roll call vote, in accordance with the law.
Let’s start the meeting by taking a roll call attendance of all members participating in the meeting.
Dan Perry
Carole Taylor
Ryan Lockwood
Randy Moore
Ted Unkles
[bookmark: _Hlk8202080]Additions & Changes to the Agenda:
None. 

Public Comment:
Marcey Carver made the Selectboard aware that another hearing for the solar project is being scheduled in June or July and that Tractor Supply is still planning on turning in an application for building in Bradford, but they need to wait until the new Regional Plan is adopted.  

High Speed Internet Service:
Christopher Recchia and Irv Thomae explained that the East Central Vermont Communications Union District (EC Fiber) is a non-profit Communications Union District dedicated to providing high speed Internet to all residents within its service area.  The EC Fiber Board of Directors recently voted to expand its service area to include Fairlee, West Fairlee, and Corinth.  Newbury has not made a formal application to join but they are interested.  Bradford would therefore be a logical next area to cover.  Randy Moore made a motion to authorize Ted Unkles to write a letter to EC Fiber asking that the Town of Bradford become a member of the East Central Vermont Communications Union District.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Ash Tree Inventory:
AJ Follensbee and Ben Rubenfeld gave the Selectboard a brief overview of the Ash Tree Inventory.  In Bradford they identified about 1,620 ash trees in the public road rights-of-way; they recommended that the Selectboard to consider budgeting for tree removal beginning in the 2021 Town budget; they will get contractor quotes. 

Bradford Resilience:
Dan Perry made a motion to appoint Marcey Carver and Carole Taylor as alternates for the Bradford Resilience committee (a total of 7 members and 2 alternates).  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

Dan Perry made a motion to authorize the Bradford Resilience committee to apply for a grant for the New England Grassroots Environmental for funds up to $1,000.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.  

The Selectboard will review the resilience bylaws (rules of procedure) at next meeting.  

Oxbow Graduation:
Oxbow plans on doing a diploma pick up for the class of 2020 starting at 6 p.m. on June 12th, they are asking for help with traffic control and a fire truck to lead procession and a police car to follow procession.
The Selectboard is fine with this request.  

Paving Jobs:
Dan Perry made a motion to put paving projects out to bid and due back to the Town Office by 3:00 p.m. on June 11, 2020.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.


Minutes:
Ryan Lockwood made a motion to approve the minutes of May 14, 2020.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Orders:
Carole Taylor made a motion to approve the orders dated May 29, 2020 in the amount of $18,979.05.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Other Business:
It was brought to the Selectboards attention that the Bradford ambulance could be a liability because it cannot transport patients and yet there is lettering in the side of the vehicle that says, “Bradford Ambulance” and not “Bradford Rescue.”

Ryan Terrill made the Selectboard aware that he has had numerous phone calls from residence asking to fill their swimming pools and he is sending them to other fire departments to have their pools filled, as the company that filled them is now out of business.  
The Selectboard will discuss at next meeting.  

Personnel- Executive Session:
Carole Taylor made a motion that the Selectboard has determined that a personnel issue needs be discussed in executive session because the premature public knowledge would place both the Town and the employee at substantial disadvantage.  
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.

Carole Taylor made a motion to go into executive session at 7:17 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue as allowed by 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(1) and invited Danielle Kingsbury to attend the session.
MOTION PASSED, UNANIMOUSLY.   

The Selectboard came out of executive session at 7:52 p.m.

Dan Perry made a motion that due to the State of Emergency declared by the governor due to COVID19 the Selectboard will extend the provision that all town employees do as much work from home as possible (with our current resources) during this time.  If an employee must go to the office for an urgent matter or to meet deadlines, they need to limit in person contact with other employees and the public as much as possible. Only one employee should be in an office space at one time.   All employees will be paid for their regular scheduled hours; this will continue until June 8, 2020 and then all employees should be back to their regular scheduled work hours to the greatest extent possible.  The Selectboard will keep all parks and public areas closed at this time.
MOTION PASSED 4 VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, 1 VOTE (CAROLE TAYLOR) RECUSED HERSELF. 
The Selectboard adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
_________________________________		Thomas E. Unkles, Chair

___________________________________	  	Ryan Lockwood, Vice Chair

___________________________________  	 Randy L. Moore

_____________________________________	 Daniel A. Perry III

[bookmark: _Hlk8211699]_____________________________________	 Carole P. Taylor                                                

